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Querétaro, Witness To History

By GINGER. THORP 50N

TEAVELEES have matwveled at Querétaro ewver since the 17th century, when it was the third most important
city under Spatish rule. Bult from the fortunes made in the silver mines to the north, Querétare's gracefil plazas
atid baroque chapels, preserved in much of thewr onginal splendor, were settings for the rize and fall of colotal
power i Iexco.

MNow they offer a gmpse into Memco's soul

From the city's stone convents, which stretched deep into the Sierra Gorda, Franciscan mizsionaries launched
methodical and brutal campaigns in the early 16th century to force Indians mto slavery and Christiaruty. Ignacio
Perez, a servant who became Mexico's Paul Eevere, rode out from this city in 1810 to warn the organizers of
the War of Independence that there was a plot to kill them. The last IMemcan emperor, Archduke Masmilian of

Hapsburg, was executed here mn 1867 by firng squad. And i 1917 m the stately Teatro de la Eepiblica,
members of the first postrevolutionary Congress drafted the Mexican Constitution.

Tnlike Mexico's most popular beach resorts, Querétaro 15 a petfect place for travelers seelung letsurely strolls
atid stylish comfort, rather than water sports and two-for-one margaritas. The narrow passageways through the
center of town are ned with high-end crafts shops and homemade-candy stands. Live music fills cozy cafes.
Casual lunch counters, called loncherias, are packed with local workers feasting on typical fiied corn cakes, or
corditas. And the plazas, draped with red and fuchsia bougamallea, feel ke open-ar museums.

"It you want to walk i history" one tour gwide said, "then this 13 a city that has worked hard to preserve £

Its beauty and histonical importance have been recognized: Querétare 15 a Unesco World Herttage Site. And
duning the weels before Christtnas, typically a high tounist season i Memco because children are out of schocl
and parents take tune off from wotk, streets and restaurants were full of Memcan tounsts. The city 15 an easy
three-hour dnwe northwest of Mesico City, from which there 13 conventent bus service.

Hotel operators and restaurateurs said that the growing number of factories on the outslorts of town drew
business travelers from the Tited States during the weekdays. But they lamented that few vacationers from the
=tates come to Querétaro to relas

One good way to start a wistt 13 to take a trolley tour through the colomal center of town, Tickets cost about
£1.50 and can be bought at the central tounsm office on Independence Plaza, also called Flaza de las Armas.
There are several tours each day begmming at 9 atm. They are offered in Spanish, but the puides -- like many
hotel managers and watters -- speak some English.

(Juerétaro 15 the capital of the state of Querétars, and was temporarly declared the capital of the nation during
the Tlted States invasion of 1847 This mcreasmely industnal city was established i 15351 by a rare alliance
between a Spatish explorer, Hernan Pérez Bocanegra v Cérdoba, and an Otornd Indian ruler called Conin
Cotin, whe went on to become the first governor of the state, was baptized into the Catholic Church as
Fernando de Tapia Legend describes a "battle without weapons," i which the Indians and Spanards were

called to peace by wisions of the Apostle Santiago (5t James) holding a shing cross.

The city, formally known as Santage de Queretare, was named for the apostle. And more than a century later,
the Conwvent of the Cross was erected on the site of the legendary battle, called Sangremal Hill, which means
"bad blood. " Some 30 sermnanians still study in the dark, austere cloisters. Stone and stucco interior patios are
sparsely adorned with statues of the conwvent's founding priests, and one 15 filled with what looked like an
overgrown tumnbleweed. The bush, cultvated by the convent's first priests, grows thorns i the shape of a cross.
The convent, which guides say housed the first missionary college i the Amencas, later became a fortress for
the retreating Spanish army, MWMasthan was jailed there until his execution.

Shottly after becoming governor, Fernando de Tapia oversaw the construction of the first religous bullding in
the city, the Conwvent of San Francisco. Today the sprawling baroque structure houses the Iuseo de la Eegidn,
where the most iteresting exhibats explan the city's religous and cultural background, mfluenced by Spamsh
settlers, Indians and African slaves.

=izns of the power of the Catholic Church fill more than 40 churches and some 25 chapels i this city of

F00.000 The Church of Santa Eosa de Viterbo, its curling buttresses painted to look ke gray and white snail
shells, 1z perhaps the city's most extraordinary example of barogque architecture. Guides said that the bug-eyed
faces frowning down from the columns were patt of the architect's response to criticistn of his whimsical style.

Another architectural wonder of colomal Mesxico 15 the agqueduct, which was bt in the 1720' to carry drinking
water to the city from almost 20 miles away after the niver that runs through the center of town became
contatmnated by the rapidly growing population. The aqueduct, a Eomanesque structure wiath sotne arches that

are altnost 75 feet high, prowided water to some 70 private and public fountains across Querétaro until the
1540'.

An elegant mansion that was home to Mexico's most beloved heroine 15 now used as the central offices of the
state government. Dofia Josefa Ortiz de Dominguez, known as La Corregidora, was the wite of a former
covernor. Although trapped i her mansion overlooking Independence Plaza, La Corregidora was able to sneak
a letter to her servant Ignacio Perez warning Father Iiguel Hidalgo, the father of the MMemican War of
Independence, of the plot to kill hin. Tpon recerving the warning, the detertuned priest took up arms and called
Memcans to fight for iberty,

And wou might wistt the Cerro de las Campanas, or Hill of Bells, a half-hour's walk west of the town center,
where the hapless Emperor Masmmilian gave up his empire and has hfe. The hill's name comes from stores that
said that the rocks there chime like bells when banged together. Around the small chapel at the top of the hall 12
a large green park with playgrounds and an artificial lake. A towenng statue of former President Bentto Juarez
was erected there in 1969,

mome of the finest hotels are as wnportant to the city's history as its convents and museums. Most notable
atnong thern 15 the Casa de la Marquesa, built i the mid-1700's as a home for the wife of Don Juan Antonio de
Trrutia v Arana, builder of the city's agqueduct. Legend has it that the real nspiration for the urban castle was a
beautiful Franciscan nun, who asked the duke to buld her the grandest house in the city as a sign of the lowve he
secretly professed for her. Indeed, its Moonish-style stoneworle, ornate chandeliers, split arched stawway and
maosalc walls make it the perfect place for a romantic retreat or a special dinner. Ttz laree guest rooms, wath
20-toot cethngs, are decorated with elegant antiques but have modern amemties.

About an hour's drve south, the town of Tequisquiapan 15 an mexpensive spa with natural hot springs and hotels
that offer beauty and fitness services. Loosely translated, its name means "place of cleansing water " A quiet,
latd-back place that so far draws few foreign tourists, it remains a popular weelkend getaway for residents of
Memco City. The colomal town square was established by Spanish settlers, and the many colomal mansions,
with arches covered with bougamwillea, mve Tequisquapan a willage charm. The square, a local meeting place
ot most weekends, 15 surrounded by quaint cafes and gift shops. Local artisans weave straw mto gorgeous
baskets, hats and seat cushions.

For those mnterested i ecology, Serra Gorda, about 70 rules out of town, boasts the country's greatest
biodmversity; its 14 eco-systemns range from setmtarid desert to mountain cloud forest. Stretching across the
notthern part of the state, the Sierra Gorda nses 1,120 to 10,170 feet. Ower 250 bard species have been
identified in the reserve, puides often take wsitors to an area called El Sotano de las Golondnnas for bird

watching.

The five mizsions built by Father Junipero Serra across the Sierra Gorda are constidered gems of Mesican
relgious architecture. The mizssions are a couple of hours by car away from the city, and have been beautifully
preserved, still serving as churches for local residents.

Eefore he left the region to proselytize anew in the Mexcan state of Baja Califormia, Father Serra remarked on
the beauty of Querétare's landscape.

"In this place,” he 15 reported to have said, "the land and the skies sing to their creator”
Along quiet streets that belie a colorful past
(retting There

There 15 datly bus sernce between Memco City (Morth Bus Station) and Ouerétare; the trip takes three hours.
The major lines are Estrella Blanca, (52-55) 57 2% 07 07, §14 one way, at 2.5 pesosto $1, ET. N, (52-55)
52776529, §19; and Primera Plus, (52-55) 51 33 24 24, §15.

Where to Stay

La Casa de la Marcquesa, Madere 41, Centro Historico, (22-442) 212 00 592, fax (52-4420 212 00 26 15 a
rotantic mansion from the colomal era filled wath antiques, Persian rigs and handpaimnted tiles. The hotel has 25

sutes that range from $190 to $380,

Dofia TTrraca Hotel, 5 de Mayo 117, Centro Historico, (52-442) 258 54 00, fax (52-442) 224 0212, warw
donaurraca. cotmn, looks something ke an Arabdan willa with white stucco walls and sweeping patios. It has a
pool, full-zervice spa and 24 suites, at $170 to $270.

Plaza Carmnelinas, Avemda 5 de Febrero 201, (52-442) 216 24 54 fax (52-442) 216 234 94 wrarw camehinas

com.mz, has 160 rooms and 3 suites, a restaurant, pool and gym. Doubles are $121.
Where to Eat

Eestaurant 1810, at Andador Libertad 62, Centro Historico, (02-442) 214 55 24,15 on the scenic

Independence Plaza Traditional Mexican food; the chicken mole de Querétars, a nch and spicy
chocolate-based sauce, is terrific. Lunch for two, with two glasses of wine: §40.

Meson Chucho el Eoto, Pasteur Sur 16, Centro Historico, at Andador Libertad on Independence Plaza,
(52-442% 212 42 95, has a long, often crowded bar, and good beef and seafood. Dinner for two with wine:
£70.

sightseeing

Convent of the Cross, Plaza Venustiane Carranza, Centro Historico, open 10 am. to 2 pom., 4 to 6 pumn.;
clesed Monday, free. (udes are avalable.

Museo de la Eegién, Church of San Francisco, Corregidora Sur 5, Centro Historico, (52-442) 212 20 31,
open Tuesday to Sunday 10 am. to 7 p.m.; $3.25.

Church of Santa Eosa di Viterbo, Arteazra and Ezequiel Montes, Centro Historico, (22-442) 214 16 91, open

weekdays to wisttors; free.

Casa de la Corregidora, seat of the state government, at Andador 5 de Mayo and Pasteur, Independence
Plaza, Centro Historico, 15 open daly, free.

T wisit the Franciscan Mizsions of the Sierra Gorda, contact Jocha, at Bio de la Loza 12 Sur, Centro
Historico, (22-442) 212 89 40; fax (52-442) 212 59 536, Tours, avatlable in English, last from one to s days.
A two-day tour costs about F220 a person, with meals



